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SOP-07 FITBIR Validation Tool 

The FITBIR informatics system supplies a Validation Tool to assist researchers with the 
submission of data into the FITBIR repository. The FITBIR Data Validation Tool verifies that 
submitted data conforms to the required format and range values defined in the FITBIR Data 
Dictionary. The Validation Tool imports the FITBIR Data Dictionary and validates the metadata 
associated with the files identified by the FITBIR user for submission against the data dictionary. 
The tool provides a report of any data discrepancies and warnings. If errors are found, a 
submission package cannot be created. The tool, which runs as a Java Web Start application, 
runs locally on a user's computer, requiring the Java runtime environment to be installed.  

Prerequisites: 

 Valid FITBIR account  
 Java Runtime Environment (JRE) installed on your computer (Version 6 or 

higher) 
http://docs.oracle.com/javase/7/docs/webnotes/install/index.html#windows 

 Data formatted for submission into FITBIR (saved as a CSV file).  

Validation Tool 

Procedure: This procedure provides process steps for using the Validation Tool.  

Note: Time will vary depending on the size of files running through Validation Tool. 

Precursor steps prior to using the Validation Tool: 

1. In FITBIR, create a form structure and add data elements (See the Data Element 
Creation and Form Structure Creation SOPs). 

2. Once form structure is created, select the Export Form Structure found at the 
 bottom of the View Form Structure page 
3. Click they “CSV” hyperlink and save the file to your working directory. 
4. Open the CSV file initially named FormStructureExport in Excel. Rename it as 
 you wish. 
5. Populate the columns of the CSV with data from your study. (Note: Each column 
 in the spreadsheet corresponds to a data element in the form structure) 

 6. Draft Form Structures can be run through the Validation Tool, but cannot be  
  included in a submission. 

NOTE: For ease of use, place only those files needed for validation in a separate folder prior to 
using the Validation Tool. 
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Validation Tool 

1. Point your browser to the FITBIR website at http://fitbir.nih.gov 
2. Click LOG INTO FITBIR. 
3. There are two ways to find the Validation tool: 

a) Through Workspace  Data Repository  Validation Tool  
   -OR- 

b) Through Data Repository tab in top navigation  Validation Tool  
 
4. Launch Validation Tool 
 
5. Click the Browse button.  

a) Navigate to the location on your computer of the working directory where files 
for submission are located. 
 

6. Click Load Files button 
a) All files in the directory will be displayed 

 
7. Select individual file(s) (click to highlight) that are of TYPE UNKNOWN and those files 
 not needed for the submission. Then click Exclude Files. 
 
8. Individually click on the remaining file(s). Select files in need of validation. 

 Note: If there are any errors or warnings associated with the file, it is displayed in the 
 Result  Details table. Files with warnings can be validated. However, files with errors 
 must be fixed prior to being able to validate the file. By clicking the Export Result 
 Details, a text  file is created and stored in the same directory as your working files. 

9. Click Validate Files button.  
 
 Note: If there are no errors, Click OK All files are valid. If there are errors, make 
 corrections to the file and repeat steps above. 
 
10. Click Build Submission Package. 
 
 Note: Submission package will be deposited in the same working directory as the original 
 files used for Validation Tool 
 
11. The data in the submission package can now be submitted to a study using the Upload  

Tool. 


